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Bennett Valley Fire Protection District
 6161 Bennett Valley Rd, Santa Rosa, Ca 95404
(707) 578-8471 Fax (707) 578-7784
OBSERVER PROGRAM APPLICATION

Thank you for your interest in the Bennett Valley Fire Department Observer program.  The Fire District is proud to offer citizens the opportunity to view the activities and emergency responses that occur on a daily basis.  We hope this learning experience is informative and enjoyable.

APPLICANT:________________________________________________

ADDRESS:   ________________________________________________

TELEPHONE:_____________AGE:_____ BIRTHDATE:____________

REASON FOR INTEREST IN OBSERVER PROGRAM:

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Indicate the date(s) that you desire for participation:

_________________   _________________  ________________

Please take the time to read both the Instructions to Observers and the Waiver and Release of Claims forms on the reverse page.  If your Observer Program application is approved, you will be asked to sign the release form upon your arrival to the fire station.  Please do not sign the form prior to your arrival as it must be witnessed by an employee of the Bennett Valley Fire District.  Thank you.

You will be notified by telephone of the acceptance or denial of your application.

BENNETT VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT OBSERVER PROGRAM

Instructions for Observers

1. Observers will be under the complete control of the fire officer at all times.  If a dangerous or emergency situation arises, the officer may direct observers to take the appropriate action to ensure their safety.  Observers shall follow the directions of the officer.  The officer may at any time discharge an observer if he feels the observer’s presence would constitute a hazard to the observer or citizenry or interfere with the proper performance of his duties.

2. Observers will remain seated until given specific instructions.

3. Observers shall not be allowed to participate in any fire emergency activity except as directed by fire personnel, and then only to the extent any civilian might be asked to help.

4. Observers are not to engage in any conversation with parties contacted by fire personnel in the course of business unless requested by the fire officer.

5. Observers shall not interfere verbally or physically at any time during Fire Department activities.  You are encouraged to seek information regarding procedures and activities, but all questions should be asked at an appropriate time.

6. All observers should wear clothing which is neat, in good taste and appropriate for Fire Department presentation.

7. All observers are required to sign a Waiver of Liability form in the presence of a Fire Department employee.

8. Observers will be required to keep all names and information confidential if such information could in any way jeopardize a citizen’s reputation or community standing of if such information could cause a detrimental condition to public safety.

9. The Battalion Chief has full authority to deny observer participation at any time during or prior to the observer’s participation if they feel it interferes with safety or efficiency of the Department operation due to any existing condition.

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

I,________________________(please print), am under / over (circle one) the age of 18 and not a member of the Bennett Valley Fire Department.

In consideration of being permitted to ride as a guest in a Bennett Valley Fire District motor vehicle and observe the activities and affairs of the Bennett Valley Fire Department, I, for myself, my person, assigns, representatives, and next of kin, do acknowledge, agree, and represent:

That I,_________________________ RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE COVENANT NOT TO SUE the Bennett Valley Fire District, its officers, agents, and/or employees(all referred to herein as “releases”) from all liability to me, my person, representatives, heirs, assigns, and next of kin for any and all loss or damage, any claim or demands therefore on account of injury to my person or my property resulting in my death, whether caused by negligence, active or passive, or other legally valid conduct, of releases or otherwise while I am riding as a guest in a Bennett Valley Fire District motor vehicle and/or observing any activities and affairs of the Bennett Valley Fire Department.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK OF INJURY OR DAMAGE

THAT I AGREE TO INDEMNIFY AND SAVE AND HOLD HARMLESS the releases, and each of them, from any loss, liability, damages, or cost they may incur due to my being a guest in a Gold Ridge Fire District motor vehicle or my observation of the activities and/or affairs of the Bennett Valley Fire Department.

AGREEMENT THAT THE BENNETT VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT, ITS OFFICERS, AGENTS, AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT LIABLE FOR INJURY OR DAMAGE TO GUEST WHO RIDES IN BENNETT VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT MOTOR VEHICLE.

I HEREBY ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY RISK OF BODILY INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE due to negligence, whether active or passive, or other legally wrongful conduct of releases or otherwise while I am riding as a guest in a Bennett Valley Fire District motor vehicle and observing the activities and affairs of the Bennett Valley Fire Department.

I have read the Instructions for Observers and understand its content fully.

I have read the Waiver and Release of Claims and Indemnity Agreement and understand its contents fully.

Signature of Observer:________________________________________

Please print your name as signed:________________________________

Fire Department Witness:______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________________

(if observer is under 18)

Date of Observation:_____________________

